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Industry : Roger Ebert 19864 : Film criticism is the analysis and evaluation of films. In 
general, these works can be divided into two categories: academic criticism by film scholars 
and journalistic film criticism that appears regularly in newspapers and other media. Film 
critics working for newspapers, magazines, and broadcast media mainly review new 
releases. Normally they only see any given film once and have only a day or two to 
formulate their opinions. Despite this, critics have an important impact on the audience 
response and attendance at films, especially those of certain genres. Mass marketed action, 
horror, and comedy films tend not to be greatly affected by a critics overall judgment of a 
film. The plot summary and description of a film and the assessment of the directors and 
screenwriters work that makes up the majority of most film reviews can still have an 
important impact on whether people decide to see a film. For prestige films such as most 
dramas and art films, the influence of reviews is important. Poor reviews from leading 
critics at major papers and magazines will often reduce audience interest and attendance. 


The 2020 Cannes Film Festival sent out invitations on March 6, despite France 
implementing limits on public gatherings beyond its scheduled dates the Cannes Television 
Festivals Canneseries and MIPTV chose not to run, however, with Canneseries rescheduling 
for October and MIPTV canceling its event.764 On March 19, the Festival de Cannes 
announced that it cannot be held on the scheduled dates, from May 12-23. Several options 
are considered in order to preserve its running, the main one being a simple postponement, 
in Cannes, until the end of June-beginning of July 2020.65 Cannes main venue has been 
converted into a temporary homeless shelter.66 Some festivals, including Tribeca, SXSW, 
ReelAbilities, TCM Classic Film Festival, and the Greenwich International Film Festival have 
created new online programming in lieu of having an in-person festival.67 The 2020 Toronto 
International Film Festival is also planned to proceed at least partially online68 on July 30, 


TIFF programmers announced a much smaller than normal lineup of feature films that will 
be screened at drive-in theatre venues and online.69 


Chinese regulators, as well as the U.S. National Association of Theatre Owners, have highly 
discouraged film distributors from engaging in this practice, in defense of the cinema 
industry.145146 Trolls World Tour was released directly to video-on-demand rental upon its 
release on April 10,137 with limited theatrical screenings in the U.S. via drive-in 
cinemas.147 NBCUniversal CEO Jeff Shell told The Wall Street Journal on April 28 that the 
film had reached 0 million in revenue, and stated that the company had not ruled out 
performing releases in both formats as cinemas reopen.148149 
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